
T h e Smith-Lever B i l l and Other W o r k 
of the 

National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People 

AGAIN the association finds i tself on 
the f i r ing l ine i n W a s h i n g t o n . F i r s t 

came the segregation matter and now the 
Smi th -Leve r b i l l , wh ich provides f o r co
operat ive ag r i cu l tu ra l extension work be
tween the ag r i cu l tu ra l colleges i n the 
several States and the U n i t e d States 
Depar tment o f A g r i c u l t u r e . 

The S m i t h b i l l , in t roduced into the Senate 
by H o k e S m i t h of Georg ia , and ident ica l 
w i t h the L e v e r b i l l , in t roduced into the 
House by A s b u r y F . Leve r o f South Caro 
l i n a , proposes to appropr i a t e the total sum 
of $15,120,000 d u r i n g the next ten years 
and thereafter the sum of $3,000,000 a year 
f o r this ag r i cu l tu ra l extension work. 

Since the b i l l s make no ment ion of race 
whatever, they are apparen t ly f a i r . O n l y ex
perts and those very f a m i l i a r w i t h the his tory 
of the color l ine w o u l d grasp the sinister 
significance o f the p rov i s ion which allows 
the legislatures o f the States to name the 
college or colleges which are to administer 
these funds. I n a l l the Southern States, 
except Tennessee, there are separate agr i 
cu l tu ra l colleges fo r the education of white 
a n d colored students. This p rov i s ion would 
enable the legislature o f any State to give 
the entire a p p r o p r i a t i o n f o r that State to 
the white colleges. 

The b i l l was first called to our attention 
by our legislat ive expert i n Wash ing ton . 
M r . B r in smade , the at torney f o r the asso
c ia t ion , immedia te ly went to W a s h i n g t o n . 
Be fo re he reached there, however, the b i l l 
had been rushed through the House . This 
was a sudden move and made our work 
more difficult. M r . Br insmade succeeded in 
in teres t ing a number of Senators. H e 
draf ted an amendment to safeguard the 
interests o f the colored farmers which , at 
ou r suggestion, was in t roduced by Senator 
Jones o f W a s h i n g t o n . To meet the requests 
f o r fu l l e r i n fo rma t ion on the subject, M r . 

Br insmade and D r . D u B o i s compi led a 
memorandum i n suppor t of the amendment. 
Copies o f this may be secured at head
quarters f o r 15 cents each so l ong as the 
s u p p l y lasts. 

T o quote f rom the memorandum: "The 
proposed amendment is calculated to insure-
to the colored farmers of the South a share 
i n the benefits to be derived f rom the money 
app rop r i a t ed under the act. A s the b i l l 
reads wi thout the amendment, the colored 
farmers may not receive any of the benefits 
i n these appropr ia t ions . Ce r t a in ly they 
w i l l not receive their f a i r share." The 
memorandum then shows by detailed 
statistics that when the interests of colored 
farmers have not been expressly safeguarded 
they have received on ly a small p ropor t ion 
of their p roper share of funds appropr ia t ed 
for ag r i cu l tu ra l extension. 

To quote again f r o m the memorandum: 
"The colored farmer is the last man who 
should be deprived o f the benefits o f the 
proposed act. 

"A. — If his interests alone are considered, 
this is obviously so. With his poorer oppor
tuni ty for acqu i r ing an education, he is at 
a dist inct disadvantage i n his effort to com
pete wi th his white neighbor. The reports 
show, however, that he has done remark
ably wel l . A s l ight ly ' larger p ropor t ion of 
the colored than o f the white r u r a l popu la 
t ion attended at agr icu l tu ra l colleges. I t is 
those who cannot go to the colleges that 
the act is p r i m a r i l y intended to benefit. 
Consequently the colored farmers need those 
appropr ia t ions at least as badly as the 
white. 

" B . — I f the interests of the whole South 
are considered, we ar r ive at the same re
sults. I t is fo r the interests of the South 
that as much as possible be made o f its 
vast agr icu l tu ra l resources, which are at the 
present time so insufficiently developed. A 
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large p r o p o r t i o n of the fa rms i n the South 
are operated by Negroes, either as owners, 
pa r t owners, managers, share tenants or 
cash tenants. The total value of f a r m 
p roper ty operated by Negroes was $1,116,-
641,576, as compared w i t h $7,855,485,313, 
the total value of whi te f a r m proper ty . (See 
1910 census.) I t cannot ser iously be urged 
that i t is f o r the advantage o f the South 
that the benefits to be derived f r o m this 
b i l l sha l l not be shared by a race which 
operates $1,116,641,576 w o r t h of f a r m 
p rope r ty . " 

W h e n the b i l l was debated, Senator V a r d a -
man was leader o f the fight against the 
amendment on the ground that the colored 
people themselves w i s h the money to which 
they are enti t led dis t r ibuted by the white 
colleges. No t on ly have the Senators had 
the advantage of the facts contained i n our 
memorandum, but they have been in terviewed 
persona l ly by M r . Br insmade , D r . D u B o i s 
and others, so that they d i d not have the 
excuse offered by some o f the Representa
tives, who voted f o r the b i l l and then said 
that they d i d not realize what they were 
doing. The whole matter was thoroughly 
thrashed out i n the Senate committee on 
agr icul ture and forestry, wh ich repor ted the 
S m i t h b i l l wi thout amendment, and, as one 
o f the members of this committee admitted, 
i t was thoroughly understood that the b i l l 
wi thout amendment d i d not secure to the 
colored colleges their f a i r share o f the p ro
posed appropr ia t ions . 

Jus t before the Jones amendment was 
voted on, Senator Shaf ro th offered a substi
tute which placed the decision as to what 
colleges should distr ibute the funds j o i n t l y 
i n the hands of the governor of the State and 
the Secretary of A g r i c u l t u r e , instead of i n 
the hands o f the State legislature. Senator 
Jones objected that this was not a p rope r 
substitute, but was ra ther an amendment to 
perfect the b i l l . A s such i t was voted on 
and adopted. There is no doubt that the 
Southern Senators were forced to offer this 
amendment by the two days ' fight i n the 
Senate on the Jones amendment. 

Th i s amendment is not as f a i r as the Jones 
amendment, but an impor tan t po in t is gained 
in that the F e d e r a l Government is given 
equal power w i t h the States i n decid ing 
what colleges shal l adminis ter the funds. 

The Jones amendment, was then voted on 
and defeated by a vote o f 32 to 23. The 

vote w o u l d cer ta in ly have been much closer 
had the Sha f ro th amendment not been p r e v i 
ously adopted. C e r t a i n Senators who had 
announced thei r in ten t ion to vote f o r the 
Jones amendment eventual ly voted against i t . 

A n amendment p roposed by Senator 
H i t c h c o c k , r e q u i r i n g that i n the demonstra
t ion w o r k i t se l f there sha l l be no race dis
c r imina t ion , was then adopted wi thout r o l l 
ca l l . 

I f the House does not concur i n the 
Shaf ro th and H i t c h c o c k amendments the b i l l 
w i l l go to conference. The Sou th does not 
w i s h a second fight on the race quest ion, and 
therefore we have every reason to believe 
that the Sha f ro th amendment w i l l be incor 
pora ted i n the b i l l as f ina l ly passed. 

A s usual the associat ion is h a v i n g diffi
cu l ty i n ge t t ing p u b l i c i t y f o r this impor tan t 
measure. Spec i a l letters and a '"story" 
p repa red by a t ra ined newspaper man have 
been sent to a large number o f papers and 
an effort has been made to reach the corre
spondents of the b i g dai l ies i n W a s h i n g t o n . 
Other organizat ions and fr iends of our asso
cia t ion are t r y i n g to help . 

The P e n n s y l v a n i a A b o l i t i o n Society, 
whose president is M r . H e n r y W . W i l b u r , 
our good f r iend , and whose secretary is 
M r . E l l w o o d Heacock , also president of 
our P h i l a d e l p h i a branch, is c i r c u l a t i n g an 
"appea l fo r jus t ice ," wh ich i t has sent 
to members o f Congress and to others. Th i s 
society is also a t t empt ing to get p u b l i c i t y 
i n the press. I ts appea l shows c lear ly 
how the S m i t h - L e v e r b i l l , wi thout the Jones 
amendment, violates the amendment to the 
M o r r i l l act, w h i c h safeguarded the colored 
colleges. I n comment ing fu r the r u p o n the 
clause i n the S m i t h - L e v e r b i l l , w h i c h per
mits the legis la ture o f any State to desig
nate the white college as the d i s t r ibu to r of 
the na t ional f u n d f o r educat ion, the appea l 
s ays : " W e feel that no such tempta t ion i n 
the nature of an o p p o r t u n i t y should be 
placed i n the w a y o f any whi te college i n 
our coun t ry . " 

M 
M E E T I N G S . 

THE association has held a number of 
successful meetings i n add i t ion to 

those mentioned under branches. L a c k o f 
space prevented our no t ing these i n the last 
issue o f T H E C R I S I S . 

I n Schenectady M r . V i l l a r d addressed a 
large and apprec ia t ive audience at U n i o n 
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